
4  |  TRADITIONAL BUILDING  December 2019

CONTENTS
32 Renewed Hospitality
  New Orleans-based Trapolin-Peer Architects was 

commissioned to make the historic Southern Hotel 
hospitable one again.

38 Heavenly Setting
  Houston-based firm of Curtis & Windham design 

an addition to the Church of the Heavenly Rest that 
complements its original design. 

42 Charming Chapel
  Reverence for a lofty location produces an enviable vestry.

44 Temple of Time
  Plans for a family mausoleum evolve to include a lower-

level crypt, transforming the structure into a place for 
both introspective contemplation and life-celebrating 
gatherings. 

48 Attitude of Authenticity
  The Ramble Hotel embodies informed design made 

manifest by visionaries and craftsmen committed to 
building a legacy. 

 INDUSTRY NEWS

8 • Up on the Roof
• Open for Submissions: 

 Palladio Awards 2020
• Emerging Professional 

 Sponsorship Program

 INTERVIEW

12 The Best of the Old and the Best of the New
  An interview with Lisa Tharp of Lisa Tharp Interior 

Architecture + Design.

 THE TRADES

16 A Temple for All Time
  The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints’s Indianapolis 

Indiana Temple is a blend of classical architecture and regional 
motifs.

 HISTORIC MATERIALS

20 Bright Ideas
  Shining a light on the history of illumination.

 TECHNIQUES

24 Belfries and More 
  Craft, communication, and celebration at the First Parish 

Meetinghouse in Derry, New Hampshire.

 PRODUCTS IN-DEPTH

28 Glorious Glass
  These companies take stained-glass to a higher art form. 

DECEMBER 2019

BUYING GUIDES
Historical Products Showcase . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 55
Art Glass  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 59
Ecclesiastical Specialties  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 60
Sculpture & Statuary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 62
Flooring, Wood & Non-Wood . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 63
Ornamental Ceilings & Fans  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 64
Decorative Painting, Murals & Mosaics . . . . . . . . 65
Interior Lighting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 68
Stairs & Railings . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 73
Steeples, Domes & Cupolas. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .76
Wood & Stone Carving . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 77

FREE INFORMATION GUIDE . . . .54

ON THE COVER
Historical Concepts creates 

a new old chapel.
More on page 42.

Photograph by Eric Piaseck.

32

38 44



BROOKLINE RESIDENCE
Interior Architecture + Design: Lisa Tharp
Interior architectural upgrades and reassignment of spaces now enable 
large-scale entertaining.  A new window matched to French doors leading 
to a conservatory adds light and symmetry around the restored fi replace. 
New metallic fi nishes on walls and curved ceiling refl ect fi relight.

INTERVIEW

The Best of the Old 
and the Best of the New

Lisa Tharp has always loved archi-
tecture, design, and history. Growing 
up in New England, the Boston-based 
designer was fangirling Architectural 
Digest and dreaming of living on the 
Back Bay’s tree-lined Commonwealth 
Avenue, while friends were leafing 
through Seventeen Magazine. Design 
was always the anchor as she navigated 
an MBA at New York University and a 
career producing advertising and video 
programming for various Time Warner 
companies. “I would always find cre-
ative ways to incorporate visual design 
in my work.” Tharp left the corporate 
world and steered her way into interior 
design beginning with her own home.

HEALTHY HOMES
Eco-sustainability has been a buzzword 
for more than a decade, and Tharp 
takes its tenets to heart. In 2008, Tharp 
began an ambitious project for her 
family home—Concord Green Healthy 

Home (completed 2010), a new build on 
a historic lot. At a time when sustain-
able design meant modern architecture, 
Tharp was thinking of the resilient 
traditions of New England building. “I 
wanted to demonstrate that classic ar-
chitecture can be healthy, that the same 
principles can be incorporated in a his-
toric vernacular while still honoring the 
architectural vocabulary of places like 
historic Concord, Massachusetts. So, 
we combined the best of old and new, 
such as installing antique heart pine 
hardwood salvaged from local buildings 
fitted with modern radiant heating,” 
explains Tharp.

CELEBRATING THE OLD AND 
THE NEW
For Tharp, whether designing a new 
home or restoring an existing one, she 
relies on traditional craftsmanship, 
quality of materials, and right-sizing, 
while incorporating energy efficiency 
and sustainable design. She regularly 
juxtaposes a mix of pieces from dif-
ferent eras. “We want to tell a story 
that celebrates the place as well as the 
people of that place.” Handcraftman-
ship is integral to the story. Tharp 
works with millworkers, cabinetmakers, 
stonemasons, plaster artists, upholsters, 
tailors, specialty painters, and more to 
create custom furnishings and finishes 
which “elevate the space.”

1 Why is Boston such a hotbed for 
preservation/restoration architecture? 
How does this incorporate innova-
tion/tech? As one of the country’s 
oldest cities, Boston is blessed with a 
rich architectural history. This heritage 
nourishes the people who live/work 
here while attracting global tourism. I 

LISA THARP

INTERVIEWED BY ERICA FIRPO

An interview with Lisa Tharp of Lisa Tharp Interior Architecture + Design.
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GOVERNOR’S HOUSE 
Interior Architecture + Design: Lisa Tharp; Construction: Burnham Builders
A crisp white envelope is an atmospheric backdrop to a mix of European antiques and custom-
designed furnishings. New architectural features, inside and out, marry recent additions to 
original stately proportions, welcoming family and friends, just as the state’s governor had a 
century and a half before. 2019 Bulfi nch Award winner.
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am incredibly grateful to the many who 
are committed to preserving this special 
legacy, even as the city moves confidently 
forward through the 21st century.  As a 
member of the neighborhood’s Archi-
tecture Committee (Back Bay, Boston), I 
join my colleagues in carefully weigh-
ing the needs for modernization and 
development with preserving the area’s 
unique character. Like I.M. Pei’s famous 
Louvre pyramid, modern architecture 
can beautifully balance the traditional, if 
sensitively designed. Variance requests 
on zoning height restrictions are bal-
anced with preserving the human scale 
of buildings, open sky, sunlight, and 
views. Even the style of new electric car 
charging stations are selected for their fit 
with the local vernacular.

2 You started your interiors career 
with a focus on “healthy homes.” In 
21st-century architecture, what is a 
healthy home? What are some of the 
traditional/yesterday design practices 
that are healthy? Our design work in-

cludes practices that are healthy for both 
people and the planet. In the 21st cen-
tury, we have the best of the old and the 
new available to us. Our ancestors con-
served energy by building with respect 
to the sun, wind, and shade. We now 
have technology that amplifies these 
benefits with passive heating and cooling 
design and renewable energy sources. 
Abundant daylight, clean air, and water 
are just a few factors that make home 
rejuvenating, and save energy too. Smart 
flow/space planning brings natural light 
deep into the center of the home, so 
that you don’t have to turn the lights on 
during the day. Paints, floor finishes, and 
cabinetry that contain volatile organic 
compounds can now easily be replaced 
with non-toxic products like ECOS 
and formaldehyde-free materials. We 
ensure that our builder partners follow 
protocols that minimize renovation con-
tamination of living spaces. We design 
furnishings with local makers as much 
as possible. We also restore antique/vin-
tage pieces with non-toxic finishes and 

chemical-free fabrics to minimize our 
footprint and support client wellness. It 
is better for us all to support craftsman-
ship traditions and sustainable materials 
rather than clicking “buy” for pieces 
that are made overseas, that contain 
questionable chemicals and that further 
undermine our rainforests.  

3 Can you share some of the com-
promises that you had to make 
in Concord House? I learned very 
quickly that energy efficiency and 
healthy materials are not always the 
same thing. For example, closed-cell 
foam insulation offers great R-values 
in the attic, but its offgassing can cause 
headaches and other health problems. 
In such cases, health considerations 
won out.

4 You describe yourself as an advocate 
for architectural preservation, how 
does this expand into urban develop-
ment and evolution? The key is to take 
the long view. In 1849, art critic and 
philanthropist John Ruskin wrote on 
architecture, “When we build, let us 
think that we build forever. Let it not be 
for present delight nor for present use 
alone.” Now, the financials are certainly 
an important consideration in develop-
ment, yet they can, at times, be at odds 
with doing the right thing for the greater 
good over the long term. The evolution 
of our cities must honor key principles 
that protect and enhance their livability, 
such as architectural integrity, green and 
pedestrian-centric public spaces, access 
for all, and prevention and preparedness 
for climate change.

PARK VIEW LIVING ROOM
Interior Architecture + Design: Lisa Tharp
The living room was designed like a tranquil cloud fl oating above the park. 
Fibonacci curved sofa and chaise are from Lisa Tharp Collection. Wall sculpture 
is by Jennifer and Thor Bueno. Photograph is by David Maisel. The carved silk 
rug is custom from The Rug Company.

SALT MARSH 
Interior Architecture, Kitchen + Interior Design: Lisa Tharp; 
Architecture: Peter McDonald; Construction: Wilkins Construction

A simple saltbox is sensitively renovated and expanded, with inspiration from New 
England yacht-building traditions. Kitchen countertops are crafted from teak + holly 
boat decking and modern Neolith. Furniture-style cabinetry hides all appliances, save 
the La Cornue range.

PARK VIEW FAMILY ROOM
Interior Architecture + Design: Lisa Tharp
After an extensive renovation, this almost 5,000-square-foot city residence now exudes 
quiet luxury. Lacquered aqua walls and soft white millwork echo gorgeous park views. 
Custom furnishings join well-edited artifacts in inviting conversation while evoking 
memories of travel.
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